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the Bishop of Oxford, Lord Bath, Lord Nelson, Beresford Hope,
and Canon Girdlestone on 'the duty of the Church with regard to
strikes and labour1.
Wednesday, 8 October
This morning I came down to Bath from Chippenham to stay
for the rest of the Congress. I reached Bath just in time to go up to
the new wooden Congress Hall, admirably arranged for sound and
ventilation, and attended two sections, the first on Foreign Missions
and the second on the Union of Church and State. In the first
section Sir Barde Frere1 spoke admirably. Last night and this after-
noon George Anthony Denison3 spoke and excited a storm.
Thursday, 9 October
Lunched at I Sion Hill with Miss Armine Furlong, Miss Reece
and Jane Dew and went to three sections of the Church Congress.
Friday, 10 October
Attended three sections of the Church Congress at the Congress
Hall. The subjects were the Life of Godliness, the Religious wants
and f^airm of children, and Church Music. In the morning) as
Bishop Ryan was speaking, an angel came into the Congress Hall
and stood near the door listening. It had taken the form of a very
beautiful young girl in a long grey cloak and a shower of golden-
brown hair. I watched her intently and as she bowed her fair head
and knee at the Name of Names she assumed exactly the attitude
and appearance of the angels that overshadowed with their wings
the ark and the Mercy seat. In the perpetual struggle between the
powers and principles of good and evif the obeisance rebuked and
put to flight an evil thought.
After the last section on Church Music I went with Miss Armine
Furlong, Miss Reece and Jane Dew to the Mayor and Mayoress's
reception at the Assembly Rooms. Some 3000 people were present
and yet there was plenty of space to walk about in these noble rooms.
We arrived at 9 and left at midnight. There was a band, tea, coffee,
1 Sir Barde Frere (1815-1884), though best known as a statesman, was a zealous
churchman. In 1872 he had published a work entitled Christianity suited to all Farms
of Civilisation.
* George Anthony Denison (1805-1896), archdeacon of Taunton, originated,
according to the Dictionary of National Biography, 'the now popular festival of "harvest
home" *. He was a High Churchman much addicted to controversy, and published a
violent diatribe against Gladstone which was widely read.

